Private development 


could damage historic 
section of Fort Douglas 


@ Landmark: Draft EIS 
warns base’s oldest buildings 
could be damaged if public 
agency does not buy land. 


By Joseph Bauman - 
Doesnt we staff writer / ie I-70 

Unavoidable damage would occur to the 
historic section of Fort Douglas if the part 
of the fort that is to be sold ends up in 
commercial development, warns a draft en- 
vironmental impact statement. 

The fort, founded in October 1862, con- 
tains a wealth of architecture styles, includ- 
ing red sandstone “Quartermaster Victori- 
an” homes. The base’s oldest buildings — 
mostly marked for transfer from federal 
ownership — are on the National Register 
of Historic Places. 


The Army is gearing up to close about 55 
acres of the fort’s 119 acres. The transfer is 
supposed to be complete by June 1995 but 
could be speeded up under legislation in- 
troduced by Utah’s congressmen. 

The area to be closed is the northern sec- 
tion of the base and includes many officers’ 
homes, offices and other structures built 
between 1863 and 1978. Of a 49-acre na- 
tional historic district at the fort, about half 
would be closed and half retained by the 
Army. 

Plans endorsed by the congressional del- 
egation call for the 55 acres to be trans- 
ferred to the University of Utah, which 
nearly surrounds the fort. The university 
could use it to form a special campus for 
honors students and for better access be- 
tween the Health Science Center and Re- 
search Park, as well as other purposes. 


The problem is that under the Base Clo- 


Comment deadline 
Aug. 20 is the deadline for com- 
menting on the draft environmental 
impact statement regarding the ef- 
fects of closing part of Fort Douglas. 
_ The draft was released this week by 
the Army. It was prepared by con- 
tractors Dames & Moore of Phoenix, 
Ariz., working for the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers. Those wishing 
to comment on the document should 
write to: 
Paul Cote 
Project Manager 
Project Management — Army 
650 Capitol Mall 


Sacramento, Calif. 95814-1794. 


sure and Realignment Act, closed bases 
should be sold, with the money used to fi- 
nance the closure of the next — and the 
university can’t afford to buy the property, 
appraised at $440 million. 

The delegation wants the university to be 
allowed to trade rights for 1,600 acres it 
was supposed to get from the government 
but never acquired. 

But that might not be approved by Con- 
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